
BIOSECURITY AUDIT WITH THE PULSE TOOL

MAIN KEY POINTS
• PULSE is a biosecurity self-assessment tool for farmers that was developed

by ITAVI, available in 3 versions :
- For free-range broiler farms
- For fattening palmiped farms
- For palmiped foie gras farms
• It is a spreadsheet, including “macros”, designed as a progress tool,

targeting the points to be improved (by calculating a score for each item),
and to be discussed with farmer’s advisors (veterinarian, technician). A
mobile app is under development.

PULSE tool :

- Checks compliance with French regulations on biosecurity, for the 
following items (In the spreadsheet, 1 item = 1 tab) : 

A – Biosecurity plan. 
B – Hygiene lock. 
C – Cleaning and disinfection. 
D – Mortality.
E – Outdoor range. 
F – Intrants
G – Manure. 
H – Administrative matters and a final 
assessment.

https://www.itavi.asso.fr/publications/j-evalue-la-biosecurite-sur-mon-site-d-engraissement-de-palmipedes?search=pulse&order=date
https://www.itavi.asso.fr/publications/j-evalue-la-biosecurite-sur-mon-elevage-de-palmipedes-a-foie-gras?search=pulse&order=date
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Pulse tool :
- PULSE can be used by the farmer (self-assessment) or by the adviser (who

makes the audit with the farmer).
- For each item, the auditor checks about biosecurity practices done in the

farm.
- Each answer gives points
- A total score is calculated for each item/tab and leads to a conclusion

- Satisfactory (green)
- To be improved (orange)
- Non compliant (red)

3 Screen captures of the excel tool (in French) showing intrants, hygiene
lock and manure management grids to fill up. 



For more information: Download the files (in French)
- For broiler farms (including free-range)
- For fattening palmiped farms
- For palmiped foie gras farms
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On the last tab, a synthesis table with the results for all tabs gives the
farm profile.

The non compliant points can be explained and the farmer has to write
an engagement to be compliant on these points before the next visit,
explaining what he will do. The evolution, assessed during the follow-up
visit can be written in the last column of the table, in order to make the
changes visible.

Screen capture of an example of report at the end of the assessment

https://www.itavi.asso.fr/publications/j-evalue-la-biosecurite-sur-mon-exploitation-de-volailles-plein-air
https://www.itavi.asso.fr/publications/j-evalue-la-biosecurite-sur-mon-site-d-engraissement-de-palmipedes?search=pulse&order=date
https://www.itavi.asso.fr/publications/j-evalue-la-biosecurite-sur-mon-elevage-de-palmipedes-a-foie-gras?search=pulse&order=date

